
Appendix D 
 

Public Spaces Protection Order 2022 – Public Consultation results 
 

The Public consultation for the PSPO – Nuisance Vehicles was live from 1st March – 1st April 
2022. 108 responses were received. 
 
Of those 108 responses, 91% felt there was a need for the council to implement a PSPO in 
order to control excessive noise, nuisance, annoyance, danger or risk of harm caused by 
motor vehicles.  78% also agreed that the proposed control zone, covering the entire 
borough was “about right”.  
 

 
 
We also asked whether the person responding to the survey has any other comments about 
the restricted area, and these were the responses received;  
 

 This will be beneficial for the whole borough. There are different types of nuisance 
from the town centre out to the urban areas of Greenhithe and off road areas near to 
Longfield. 

 Speed cameras needed in Wilmington 

 Cars racing in Dartford,  Crossways and sometimes Ingress Park 

 It is not just noise but a danger to life - individuals from the traveller site near 
Darenth Park Avenue deliberately drive scooters at individuals and it will only take a 
slip for them to actually kill someone. 

 I am only aware of race meetups on Crossways Blvd A206 (where the Burger King is) 
North of the area 14 of your map 

 It needs to cover the whole Borough 

 Need enforcement for off road bikes in woods at weekends 

78%

6%

15%

1%

Its about right It is too small It is too large Did not answer

Q.8 - The proposed control zone will cover the whole of the Borough. 
What is your view on the size of the proposed control zone?



 Have pictures of snow on top of Bluewater car park during a lockdown, The 
emergency stop marks and huge circles indicate racing, the Bluewater car parks are 
never locked, they don’t have gates, the car parks don’t have cameras, it’s a car 
racers dream, St Clements way to Swanscombe end of London road, they use that 
stretch of road as a track, I have seen that when getting the bus home from work 
(Bluewater) No speed bumps. Perfect for them 

 Area 14 definitely needs to be included with any proposal for the PSPO. 

 This has been a problem for so many years, this is well overdue 

 Bikes & quads also racing through ingress park & driving on the land in front of the 
priory 

 This needs to be done as soon as possible as people are totally fed up with the noise 
and the racing at all hours keeping people awake and causing a risk of injury or death 
to other drivers or pedestrians 

 There are certain areas in the borough that this happens, not all 

 Only happens in some areas 

 I don't see it as a problem  and they should be left  to do what they like as its not 
causing a issue 

 Car enthusiasts have been around for years enjoying their cars and time with her 
friends instead of drinking down the pubs if your so worried about car enthusiasts 
then y not give them somewhere to go at night to enjoy their cars and be safe instead 
you just think it’s best to shut it all down they well just move on to somewhere else 
just silly 

 
Question two asked whether any of the following activities caused by a motor vehicle create 
excessive noise, nuisance, annoyance, danger or risk of harm to you or a property.  All 108 
responders answered this question with 85% answering yes.  The following questions were 
asked as a result and all are presented below in pie chart format.  
 

 
 

42%

26%

7%

25%

Yes, Frequently Yes, Occasionally No Did not answer

Q.2a - Motor cycles, quad bikes and other mechanically propelled vehicles 
that  are ridden off road on land other than a road ( e.g. parks, woods and 

countryside)



 
 

 
 

 
 

41%

16%

16%

27%

Yes, Frequently Yes, Occasionally No Did not answer

Q.2b - Gathering and/or causing obstructions on a public highway or 
in a publicly accessible place or private land, whether moving or 

stationary for the purpose of displaying vehicles

71%

6%

4%

19%

Yes, Frequently Yes, Occasionally No Did not answer

Q.2c - Speeding

43%

15%

13%

29%

Yes, Frequently Yes, Occasionally No Did not answer

Q.2d - Driving in convoy



 
 

 
 

 
 

62%
10%

7%

21%

Yes, Frequently Yes, Occasionally No Did not answer

Q.2e - Racing

46%

15%

9%

30%

Yes, Frequently Yes, Occasionally No Did not answer

Q.2f - Performing stunts

26%

23%
19%

32%

Yes, Frequently Yes, Occasionally No Did not answer

Q.2g - Sounding horns (as to cause public nuisance)



 
 

 
 

 
 

61%
11%

3%

25%

Yes, Frequently Yes, Occasionally No Did not answer

Q.2h - Revving engines

51%

14%

11%

24%

Yes, Frequently Yes, Occasionally No Did not answer

Q.2i - Wheel spins

20%

24%

20%

36%

Yes, Frequently Yes, Occasionally No Did not answer

Q.2j - Playing music (as to cause public nuisance)



 
 

 
 

 
 

14%

17%

30%

39%

Yes, Frequently Yes, Occasionally No Did not answer

Q.2k - Recording any of the listed activities on any device 

14%

19%

32%

35%

Yes, Frequently Yes, Occasionally No Did not answer

Q.2l - Using threatening, intimidating behaviour towards another 
person 

62%13%

4%

21%

Yes, Frequently Yes, Occasionally No Did not answer

Q.2m - Creating excessive noise 



 
 

 
 

 
 

62%14%

2%

22%

Yes, Frequently Yes, Occasionally No Did not answer

Q.2n - Creating a danger or risk of injury to road users including 
pedestrian

27%

15%

20%

38%

Yes, Frequently Yes, Occasionally No Did not answer

Q.2o - Causing damage or significant risk of damage to property 

65%9%

4%

22%

Yes, Frequently Yes, Occasionally No Did not answer

Q.2p - Creating significant public nuisance 



 
 

 
 

 
 

65%6%

4%

25%

Yes, Frequently Yes, Occasionally No Did not answer

Q.2q - Creating significant annoyance to the public 

61%
12%

2%

25%

Yes, Frequently Yes, Occasionally No Did not answer

Q.2r - Committing any traffic offence covered by legislation 

40%

15%

16%

29%

Yes, Frequently Yes, Occasionally No Did not answer

Q.2s - Congregating to spectate the above activities 



 
 

Members of the public were also asked ‘If there are any other activities related to noise, 
nuisance, annoyance, danger or risk of harm caused by a motor vehicle, that are not listed 
above, please specify’ and the following comments were received;  
 

 Ignoring red traffic lights and ignoring roundabout etiquette. 

 E scooters are an increasing issue and I sense these are often used by drug dealers 

 Dartford town centre is dangerous when cars drive up and down too fast as soon as 
we allowed to park or drive down here at all it should be all blocked off only for the 
market only? 

 Loud and illegal exhausts 

 Electric scooters 

 Dangerous & inconsiderate parking 

 'Off Road' use of quad bikes or similar vehicles 

 Very frequent incidents across Crossways Boulevard. St Clements way and Bluewater 

 All covered above 

 Drifting around the ASDA and McDonalds Roundabouts 

 The speed at which vehicles come down the high street. The wagons that come down 
even though it’s so narrow The cars screaming down crossways boulevard till the 
early hours of the morning. 

 Racing up and down London road on a Friday night ( as it is empty) and the 
Bluewater car park , as they don’t have any gates ,for after the restaurants and the 
cinema is closed , they drive in when it’s deserted,  All those cars that go through 
Bluewater car parks and no cameras in those car parks? Haven’t seen any traffic 
cameras either, otherwise you would have fined them already, we need more traffic 
cameras. The fines should be £5000 and 6 points off their license, £ 1000 isn’t enough 
of a deterrent, and they will just get their parents to pay it. 

43%

12%

15%

30%

Yes, Frequently Yes, Occasionally No Did not answer

Q.2t - Engaging in any other activity that a reasonable person would 
consider to be “car cruising”. 



 In Darenth the issues are significantly with unlicensed bikes accessing the farmers’ 
fields and destroying the farmer’s crops. As soon as we get any sunny or warm 
weather they are out causing nuisance in the fields and along the roads. We usually 
get very late night car cruising going around the roads, especially Ladywood road this 
is a weekly occurrence, usually Friday – Sunday 

 Cars with modified exhausts that backfire like a gunshot. 

 Small food delivery bikes ignoring traffic lights and speeding to overtake with a 
unsafe distance from a vehicle 

 Pollution of the air from "burning" tyres during wheel spinning. 

 When racing down crossways late at night making those loud bangs from their 
engines, not sure how it's done but the noise is deafening especially around 23.00 
and midnight on the weekends. 

 Obstructive parking on public footpaths. 

 
Responders were then asked, if they had answered yes to the previous question, what day 
and what time of day the incidents were occurring. Please note the question stated tick all 
that apply, so these again have been provided in percentages. 
 
Between Monday – Thursday the peek time noted was ‘Overnight (11pm to 6am) with 22%, 
followed by ‘Late Evening (7pm to 11pm) with 21%.  Although 28% of people did not answer 
this question, however only 4% said never. 
 
On a Friday the peek time with 36% was ‘Overnight (11pm to 6am), closely followed by ‘Late 
Evening (7pm to 11pm) with 31% and only 1% said never.  
 
On a Saturday the peek time noted with 36% was ‘Overnight (11pm to 6am)’, followed by 
‘Late Evening (7pm to 11pm’) with 30%.  
 
On a Sunday the peek time noted with 29% was ‘Overnight (11pm to 6am)’, followed by 
‘Late Evening (7pm to 11pm’) with 26%.  
 
The public were then asked, the time of year when excessive noise, nuisance, annoyance, 
danger or risk of harm from motor vehicles is an issue and there results show that the issues 
seem to occur all year round, please see graph below;   
 



 
 
 
Members of the public were also asked if they had any further comments regarding noise 
and nuisance,  caused by motor vehicles, the following responses were received; 
 

 Although not living close to Crossways Boulevard the noise of cars revving and racing 
can be heard where I live. I can only liken it to the sounds of Brands Hatch on a race 
day. We do suffer from quad and bike nuisance on our roads with intimidation to 
road users and pedestrians by these riders. This mainly occurs on a Sunday afternoon. 

 There needs to be consideration of the difference between noise and speed. In 
Greenhithe we get both, but importantly most of the issue is about noise from 
drifting and doughnuts and the pops and bangs. These are done within the speed 
limit or on private land, so speed cameras on Crossways Boulevard are NOT the 
answer. I have heard there are noise activated cameras, these sound more plausible, 
plus within the regulations there may need to be a reference to cars with false plates. 
ANPR might play a role here too 

 Driving couriers for all restaurants 

 Please make it stop as quickly as possible 

 Speed restrictions need to be enforced. 

 Residents have suffered for 5 years and counting.  Sometimes there are 50 cars 
racing up and down. The police have no control or power over these antisocial racers. 
Residents should be able to have their windows open and sleep without feeling they 
are at the Monaco Grand Prix. These people are affecting residents’ mental health 
and wellbeing. This has gone on far far too long. Unless the police are given more 
power to seize vehicles and hit them where it hurts, it will never stop. 

 Noise will obviously be worse to residents in summer time when having windows 
open 

 Not enough is being done for the residents of Greenhithe to stop the cars racing 
along the boulevard. Calling the police has not helped as apparently not enough 
people picked up the phone. Maybe because we have called previously all to no avail. 
More needs to be done. Before someone gets killed by this dangerous racing. Surely 
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Q.4 - If you have answered yes, then please indicate below the time of year when 
excessive noise, nuisance, annoyance, danger or risk of harm from motor vehicles 

is a issue (tick all that apply)



it’s against the law and surely cannot carry on. It’s becoming unbearable to live here 
lack of sleep is not fun when you have to get up for work next day!! 

 If I’m coming home late I’m worried the groups of drivers that drive like mad people 
will run me or my family off the road 

 t’s clear there is an issue as I was in the supermarket and some kid said to his mate 
“you need to go down to Crossways as it’s the best “ 

 Much of the problem is the poor layout of roads in the area, the lack of affordable or 
free parking and the failure to adequately intervene where the main problem lies; 
around the many schools in the area 

 It is about time this PSPO was produced. 

 We have a lot of vehicles entering Oakfield Park causing nuisance and damage to 
council property. 

 Quad Bikes and 'Dirt' Bikes are often driven on the waterfront between Greenhithe 
and Stone 

 Noise is created by a limited number of vehicles but one excessively noisy vehicle can 
disturb hundreds of homes in a matter of minutes. I would support any action to stop 
this unnecessary nuisance 

 I live in Greenhithe. For the last 5 years, we have had cars racing up and down 
Crossways Boulevard and beyond. They also park up in Screwfix and Burger King. 
They make local residents' lives a misery. This problem has gone on for far too long. It 
is affecting people's mental health and wellbeing. 

 For me it's mainly the weekend race meetups by 10-30 cars late night at weekends 

 Noise affects us worse during summer months when windows are open 

 The Greenhithe residents have been putting up with this for a long time. Time for it to 
stop. 

 My problem is with the amount of the fine. These cars are kitted out with removed 
catalytic converters (which is illegal) I fear a £100 fine is not enough. I would 
probably have a ladder... 100 first time, 200 2nd time, 300 3rd time... etc.  I would 
also not want to see new speed cameras because the locals are the most likely 
victims of them(I do not believe speed cameras solve anything and while the police 
does not prosecute real criminals who steal your bike - was deemed no priority by the 
police - the speed cameras create easy to prosecute offenders who will pay)  I would 
also not want to see any speed humps or bumps as those ruin the cars of the locals 
99% of the time and only slow down hooligans the 1% of the time when they show 
up... also they create pollution as people pull up to them slam the breaks and then 
floor the car right afterwards. 

 I have also seen people race through the bus road the runs from Greenhithe station 
to Ingress Park. Been on the bus lots of times when bus driver has to brake hard to 
avoid car that shouldn’t be there. Some cars won’t reverse, one time the car just kept 
going towards the bus, and the bus had to reverse, isn’t there a fine for a car in a bus 
only road? 

 Fed up with being woken up at around 0200hrs 



 Along with the gathering of motor vehicles, anti-social behaviour in the form of drug 
taking also happens when these groups gather. Then they drive!! 

 I want you to include motor bikes and quad bikes as well as cars 

 Giving the "boy racers" alternative land to meet will not work as the car clubs will still 
meet up on nights that it is not on regardless. I was in a car club years ago & brands 
hatch used to host an evening once a month called summer Wednesdays which 
eventually out grew the circuit as they couldn't supply the security & staff required, 
racing was happening to & from the venue etc which forced it to close. It did move to 
buckmore park go carting circuit but that has now also stopped. Our old club decided 
to close after a huge increase of other clubs in Kent & Medway were having accidents 
whilst showing off/ racing as we didn’t want our club & members names dragged 
through the mud by these other clubs such as Kent cruising & raggit who will drift, 
race & cause havoc to areas & residents. 

 This is not a new issue and has been going on for years 

 Is there anywhere these guys can do what they do without causing a nuisance to the 
residents, i understand that they love the cars noise , and I for one love cars but at 
the right place and time . 

 It is nice to see the issues locally are being considered. It is not on Dartford, but it is 
nice to see action being looked at, so thank you 

 I don't see a problem with it and they should be left alone 

 This needs to link in with planning for Asda Greenhithe 24/7 good outlet which will 
attract similar behaviour as it does a Bluewater. Asda out in 24/7 enforcement to 
stop these gatherings. Planning should be rejected 

 I live on crossways and work at the hospital starting at 7am and working 12 hour 
shifts a good nights sleep is essential. Being woken up late at night by racing cars and 
motorcycles is very annoying, you get abuse if you try to film them. Scared of 
reprisals. The loudness of the vehicles and loud bangs they produce from their 
vehicles, you even have to turn the TV up to cover the noise. 

 If this is going to pass the police will need to respond to the calls from the residents of 
Dartford when they are reported. 

 Maybe you should get out and see some  Of the car enthusiasts instead of sitting in a 
office listening to people who have nothing better to do 
 

  



There was also a section with in the questionnaire to ask information about the members of 
public completing the survey, please see below  
 

Gender 
Male 52% 
Female 39% 
Prefer not to say  8% 
Did not answer 1% 

 
 
 

Age Group 
16-24 1% 
25-34 15% 
35-44 21% 
45-64 36% 
65-74 16% 
75+ 4% 
Prefer not to say  6% 
Did not answer  1% 

 
 
 

Sexual Orientation 
Heterosexual/Straight 85% 
Gay or Lesbian 1% 
Bisexual 0% 
Other 0% 
Prefer not to say  12% 
Did not answer  2% 

 
 

Ethnicity 
White English / Welsh / Scottish / 
Northern Irish / Irish 80% 
Bangladeshi 1% 
White Other 6% 
Indian 1% 
Mixed Other 2% 
White and Black Caribbean 1% 
Black or Black British African 1% 
Prefer not to say  8% 
Did not answer  1% 

 
 
 
 
 

Is your gender identity the same as 
the gender you were born with? 

Yes 90% 
No  0% 
Prefer not to say 7% 
Did not answer 3% 

Do you consider yourself to be 
disabled? 

Yes 9% 
No  83% 
Prefer not to say 6% 
Did not answer 2% 

Religion/Belief 
Christian 34% 
Muslim 1% 
Jewish 1% 
None 49% 
Other 1% 
Prefer not to say  12% 
Did not answer  2% 



 
 
In terms of demographics, we asked for members of the public to provide us with their 
postcodes and 63% of people who responded to the public consultation lived within the 
area of DA9, please see graph below.  
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